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SUBJECT: VISIT OF FORMER UNDER SECRETARY BALL 
FOR CASH FROM ENDERS 

1. GEORGE BALL WILL BE IN BONN ON JULY 25, AND WILL LIKE 
TO COME IN AND TALK TO YOU AND HERMBERG ON THE SUBJECT 
OF FOREIGN CLAIMS IN THE HERSTATT BANK LIQUIDATION. 

2. BALL REPRESENTS THE SEATTLE FIRST NATIONAL BANK WHICH 
HAD A LIABILITY OF SOME $22 MILLION IN THE HERSTATT 
CLOSURE. BALL WILL WANT TO EXPLORE WITH YOU THE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUTTING SOME KIND OF POLITICAL PRESSURE 

ON THE BONN GOVERNMENT CONCERNING THE HANDLING OF FOREIGN 
CLAIMS IN THE LIQUIDATION. OUR RESPONSES TO HIS EARLIER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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QUERIES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAS DISCUSSED THIS ISSUE WITH THE 
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TREASURY, COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY AND THE FEDERAL 
RESERVE. NO ACTION IS BEING TAKEN BY THESE AGENCIES 
PENDING CLARIFICATION OF THE LEGAL SITUATION; NEITHER HAVE 
ANY SPECIAL MEETINGS BEEN HELD WITH SWISS OR GERMAN 
CENTRAL BANK OFFICIALS. 

THE USG IS CLOSELY WATCHING THE LEGAL PROCEEDING AGAINST 
HERSTATT'S ASSETS WITH CHASE, BUT YOU ARE PROBABLY BETTER 

INFORMED ON THE DEVELOPMENTS IN THAT AREA THAN ARE WE. 

THE GERMAN LIQUIDATOR OF HERSTATT HAS INDICATED THAT 
BANKS WHICH LOST FUNDS IN INCOMPLETED FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
TRANSACTIONS WILL NOT RECEIVE ANY PRIORITY ACCESS TO 
HERSTATT'S REMAINING ASSETS. 

WE ARE FOLLOWING THIS PROBLEM CLOSELY AND ONCE THE SITUA- 
TION IS CLEARER, WILL PARTICIPATE IN INTERAGENCY DECISIONS 
ON WHAT ACTION, IF ANY, THE USG SHOULD TAKE. 

3. WE WOULD OF COURSE BE RESPONSIVE TO ANY SUGGESTION 
YOU HAVE FOR ANY APPROPRIATE WAYS AND MEANS TO PUT THE 
INTERESTS OF US CREDITORS FORWARD. KISSINGER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 JUL 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE1 59851 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: TOENDERS/HMH 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 99-0739 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740724/aaaaaugd.tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: boyleja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 MAY 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <20 FEB 2003 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VISIT OF FORMER UNDER SECRETARY BALL FOR CASH FROM ENDERS 
TAGS: OVIP, (BALL, GEORGE) 

To: BONN 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



